7th Grade TAG Life Science Syllabus

2012 - 2013
Haynes Bridge Middle School

(770) 740-7030

	Teacher : Ms. Susie Kwon
	 Textbook:  Life Science
 Holt Science & Technology

	Email Address:  kwons@fultonschools.org
Teacher Website:  http://mskwonhbms.weebly.com

	 Replacement Cost: $70.75

	Holt Online Holt Learning Website:   www.hrw.com;  Students will be given a user name and password by the teacher.  


Course Overview:  Seventh grade students will study the structure and function of living things.  Topics include Ecology, Diversity of Organisms, Classifying Life, Cells, Human Body, Heredity, and Evolution.
Course Content

	First Semester:  

	· Characteristics of Science and Safety

· Diversity of Living Organisms – Kingdoms, Dichotomous Keys

· Cells and Cell Processes

· Heredity and Reproduction

	Second Semester:

	· Heredity and Reproduction, continued

· Ecology 

· Change over Time

· Human Body Systems


Concepts and Skills   

Throughout the year we will focus on a variety of concepts that are not only important in science, but have 

life skills applications as well.

· Organizing information

· Thinking critically

· Using the scientific process

· Representing and applying data

· Measuring in SI (metrics)

· Classifying and sequencing

· Making and using charts, tables and graphs
Teacher Academic/ Behavioral  Expectations:

· Students are expected to be prepared for class with all necessary materials.  

· Students should be polite and considerate of others.

· Students should complete all assignments by the due date..

· All student assignments should be brought to class in a neat and organized manner. 

· Students are expected to act appropriately in the classroom.  You should refer to the student handbook and the behavior expectation form for a complete listing of the rules.

· Students are expected to abide by the honor code.  Academic dishonesty (cheating, plagiarism) will result in an immediate office referral.  
Make-up Policy:  
Upon returning to school following an absence, it is a student’s responsibility to contact the teacher or teachers to request make-up work.  The contact should be made on the day the student returns to school unless the teacher allows a longer time.  Unless an alternative due date is provided, students have the number of days to complete the work equal to the number of days they were absent.  Please refer to page 3 of the student agenda for more information.

Homework:
The assignments will be written on the board each day it is assigned.  Some projects will be assigned during the semester which will require students to schedule and budget their time.  Students will be provided with specific requirements and due dates for all long-term assignments.

	Evaluations of Student’s progress:
1. Student writings and reports

2. Tests and Quizzes 

3. Labs and projects

4. Class participation

5. Daily class assignments and homework assignments
	Fulton County Schools Grading Scale

· 90 – 100
A

· 80 – 89

B

· 70 – 79 
C

· 69 and below
F




Grading Scale:

· Tests/ Major Projects



40%

· Labs and Quizzes



30%

· Classwork




20%

· Homework




10%

Parent-Teacher Communication:

· Conferences may be scheduled by appointment.

· Home Access will allow frequent access to student’s progress.

· Parents will receive a grade report approximately every four and a half weeks.

· Use of agenda by the student is highly recommended, and parents are encouraged to check the student’s agenda each day.

· Parents may email or phone the teacher.

Provision for Improving Grades:
1. Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance.

2. Teachers will determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve their grades.*

    *Fulton County Board of Education, Procedure IHA, page 4

Parent/Guardian Conferencing

Conferences may be requested by the teacher or parent.  Conference times to choose from are 

Monday-Friday (except for Wednesday) by appointment only.
Extra Help:

Help sessions are available during zero period 8:20-8:45, or anytime with an appointment made in advance.  

Suggested Materials and Supplies:

	· Composition Notebook

· A section of binder dedicated to this class
· Colored Pencils & Markers
	Other:

· Paper Towels

· Tissue

· Hand Sanitizer




---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please detach and return this portion  Thanks!

I have received and read a copy of the Life Science syllabus.

Student’s Name_____________________________________  Period _________
Parent Signature ____________________________________Date___________

Please return this signed page to your child’s Life Science teacher. Thank you!
